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It is a great honor and pleasure for me to make a short remark on the reasons why
we chose Denmark as the theme country of this year for the Iwakura Mission Group.

The Iwakura mission visited ten countries in Europe. Among them, Denmark was
the smallest in size and population, and the stay over there was the shortest. Kume,
however offered the most favorable comment on the quality of the people of Denmark.
I think that this quality orientation of Denmark should be seriously considered in our
search for the future direction of Japan at this critical turning point of our history.

When I was very young around 10 years old, I was deeply impressed by the history
of Denmark’s recovery from the severe defeat of the war with Prussia and Austria in
1864. Uchimura Kanzou wrote a story about the recovery process and the underlining
sprit as a protest against the expansion mood prevailing in this country after the
Japanese victory in the war against Russia. This story was adopted in the text book
of primary school in 1947, when we were completely depressed at the defeat of the
world war, and many children at that time, including myself, were greatly encouraged
for the reconstruction of the destroyed country by reading this story.

Many leaders in this country, including ministers and top business persons, are still

pursuing the economic growth strategy even with the sacrifice of the quality of life of

many people. But, I would like to propose to focus our attention and efforts toward
the improvement of the quality of life of the people in total. Denmark has been rated
as the number one in the world in this regard for more than 20 years. I believe that

we have many things to learn from Denmark, small in size but high in quality. I hope *t— 7‘%%‘5‘7\_“(7‘ N
this evening useful to deepen the interest and to enhance our knowledge about Den- ~—7 Kffin6HETF%

mark. Mange Tak (Thank You )
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